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Grace English Lutheran 

Church will be celebrating 

their 85th Anniversary on 

Sunday, January 20, 2019.  

 

The service will include 

previous pastors who have 

served the church. Fellowship 

and cake will follow. 

 

 

 

Memorabilia 
   

 

We are searching for any    

memorabilia connected to the history of 

Grace English Lutheran Church.  If 

members have anything such as 

newspaper articles, photographs, etc that 

chronicle our story from the beginning 

until the present, please consider sharing.    

 

There is going to be a display of the 

church’s history for the 85th Anniversary 

to be held on January 20, 2019.  Drop off 

items at the church office and label 

everything so it can be returned to you. 

 



 

 

Council Retreat – Seven Initial Strategies for 2019 
The council met on a Saturday morning in early December to think about perspectives on the congregation’s 

recent experience and impacts to the congregation.  We concluded our time identifying strategies that might be 

helpful and important for 2019.  These are my notes on the discussion: 

1. Who Are We Now? (self-definition, membership project, new Record Book, General Fund) 
2. Activate and Motivate Membership (be involved, step up, become less staff focused) 
3. Form Two New Committees: Evangelism and Stewardship (replacing prior committees) 
4. Help People Know Each Other Better (worship, fellowship, activities) 
5. Community Outreach/Connection Activities (draw people here as in soup suppers, other??) 
6. Children/Youth: Explore Options that Make Sense Here and Now (more worship involvement) 
7. Connect with Synod and Office of Bishop (redevelopment? creativity? synod consultant – Joan?) 

January Special Activities 
• Sunday, January 6 after Epiphany Worship: Caroling Visits to Shut-in Members 

• Sunday, January 13: “Thanksgiving for Baptism Liturgy” in worship (people are invited to bring their 

baptism candle to worship for a short liturgy… and to select a crafted holder that can be used to display baptism 
candles at home – to remind people about God’s grace in Baptism.) 

• Sunday, January 20: Special Celebration of Grace’s 85th Year in Worship and After 

• Sunday, January 27: Annual Meeting of the Congregation after Worship 

• Sunday, February 3: Worship with Bishop Mansholt and Open Meeting After Worship 

General Fund Giving Levels for 2018 
 

The following is for the four quarters of 2018 (less the December 30 offering, yet to be received): 

 

Giving Period General Offerings (Calculation) Projected to a Year 

Quarter 1 of 2018 $62,824 x 4 = $251,296 

Quarter 2 of 2018 $47,553 x 4 = $190,212 

Quarter 3 of 2018 $46,963 x 4 = $187,852 

Quarter 4 of 2018 $30,106 x 4 = $120,584 

 

Notes: I understand that some people gave their full-year’s giving during January of 2018.  No doubt, the 
splitting of the congregation has a significant effect on the General Fund’s Spending Plan for 2019.  Expenses 
have been trimmed and we will continue to consider further changes.  The column on the right is the Quarterly 
Offerings multiplied by four (extrapolated to a full year.)  I haven’t yet looked at the financial support indications 
that people placed on their returned 2019 Membership Forms. 

Genesis Study in January – Each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 
Join me and the Confirmation Students in a fresh look at the familiar Genesis stories.  Learn biblical scholarship 

and literary approaches to gain deeper insights to this part of our scripture.  If you are not familiar with the 

“Jahwist” and “Priestly” writers, this will be an all-new approach to reading the Bible.  This scholarship is not 

new in the church (it emerged in the mid-1800’s and continues to develop.)  It is core in our theological 

principles… but I find it is virtually unknown to nearly all church members.   

 

Join Us!!  (Learn for yourself some of the primary “ingredients” of the recent conflict at Grace.) 

 

 

From the Desk of Pastor Ted….… 
 



 

 

Members of Grace: 
 

On Saturday, December 1, the Church Council gathered for a morning retreat in Fellowship Hall, aiming to come away 

with a set of strategies for reorganizing and revitalizing our church.  Led by our Interim Pastor Ted Johanson, we stayed 

on task and accomplished the identification of areas in which we will need to work together as a congregation.  We would 

like to share our ideas with you. 
 

At Pastor Ted’s suggestion, we have approved the formation of two broad committees:  Evangelism (responsible for 

spreading our good message) and Stewardship (responsible for tending our church home).  He introduced this committee 

structure to you in a previous mailing, and you have had the opportunity to consider which type of service you feel most 

able to contribute.  We discussed areas which fall within the scope of each committee, shown below: 
 

EVANGELISM 
1. Worship  
2. Music 
3. Inviting others in, seeking and welcoming new members 
4. Creating an accepting climate 
5. Spreading the word about what we do at Grace, through news and community activities 
6. Doing mission work – e.g. quilting, SoulFood, outreach 
7. Christian Education 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
1. Fellowship – caring for our church family, creating a warm and welcoming place to gather 
2. Volunteerism – seeking help from all as they are able, and promoting the pluses of working together 
3. Financial oversight 
4. Giving – includes assuring members that their contributions will be respected and protected     
5. Endowment – planning for the future of our church and congregation 
6. Building care and maintenance 
7. Administrative tasks 
 

Clearly it will work well to break down the tasks of each broad committee into subcommittees that can work on specific 

areas of responsibility.  Within each smaller group we predict there will be wonderful opportunities for sharing thoughts 

and brainstorming ideas.  We look forward to beginning the formation of these groups that will help us create and 

maintain a healthy and joyful church life for all. 
 

Before we can get started, though, we must first define who our membership is.  By now you should have returned your 

letter from Pastor Ted,  indicating your intentions for membership and giving.  This will help us immensely.  From there, 

we will be working with all willing volunteers to:  
 

--involve and motivate members, 
--help people know one another better, 
--explore new options for involving and teaching youth, 
--invite the community into our church for a variety of activities, and 
--connect with the synod to make use of its resources, that we may become a stronger church.  
 

 We look forward to working with all of you! 
 

The Congregation Council:     Karl Guenther, President                   Sue Shemanski 
                                                 Bill Bartlett, Vice President              Ken Peschke 
                                                 Becky Guden, Secretary                   Karen Macaulay 
                                                 Cindy Wallace, Treasurer                 Kurtis Kirk 
                                                 Linda Reetz 

 

  



 

 

Members of Grace: 

 

Since the October 14th vote, Grace is faced with some new budgetary challenges. A smaller 

membership roster puts more pressure on all of us to provide for the financial health of our 

church and its various ministries.  As a council, we are obligated to be more careful and 

frugal with your money. We have put forth some serious efforts to achieve that end. Our 

actions include the following: 

 

1. We have trimmed approximately 30% off the 2019 proposed budget. 

2. We have frozen spending from the Leonard Jones fund for the short term. 

3. We are in the process of transferring the Leonard Jones Fund and the General Fund 

    assets from Thrivent to RBC Wealth Management where we will realize a lower 

   advisory fee and a higher yield on our principal. 

4. A financial advisory committee has been formed which will continue to advise the 

    council and strategize on the best use of our financial resources. 

5. We are striving to be more transparent with our budget and welcome input from 

    the congregation. 

 

It is a challenging and exciting time at Grace. The enthusiasm and hard work of the 

volunteers, the fellowship that has bloomed again, and the warmth, kindness, and 

generosity within this church make me glad to be part of these ongoing efforts. 

 

Bill Bartlett  

Church Council Vice President and Financial Advisory Committee Chairman 

 

  

 

Important Dates for Members of Grace 

 
      Sunday, January 20, 2019…..The 85th Celebration of Grace English Church will be  

                  held to honor the church and celebrate the past, present, and look into what the future  

                  holds for its members.  The service will include previous pastors who have served the                                                  

                  church.  Cake and Fellowship will follow the service. 

  

                 Sunday, January 27, 2019…..The Annual Meeting of the Church will be held  

                 following worship.  Please plan to attend, everyone’s input is valuable to the growth  

                 of our church. 

 

                 Sunday, February 3, 2019…..The Bishop will attend the service.  Fellowship after  

                 the service will then become an informal question and answer time. 

 



 

To:  All Who Are Listed as Members at Grace English Lutheran of Berlin as of October 1, 2018 

From:  Pastor Ted Johanson – Interim Pastor       (Cell/Text: 920-573-1604   Email: PadrePoint@gmail.com) 

Re:  2019 Membership Status and Information Form (on back of this letter) 

Date:  November 30, 2018 

 

 

First – No Assumptions are Being Made 
To carry out this project (including a direct mailing) I am 

using the congregational list as of October 1… PRIOR to the 

October 14 vote.  I recognize that some members ended their 

connection with Grace Lutheran immediately after the vote.  I 

am not trying to sort this out, but rather I am asking people to 

let me know whether they see themselves as ongoing 

members of the congregation. 

A New Congregational Record Book 
Since I cannot find an up-to-date permanent record book we 

will make a new one, starting with “clean slate.”  Likely, I 

will begin entering membership information into this new 

book during Lent (which begins March 6 this coming year.) 

 Please know this… membership names and information 

can continually be added to this new record book.  By that, I 

mean to assure you that ALL current members of Grace, 

especially those who are perhaps “taking a break” from Grace 

for now, may be added into the new record book at any time 

next year just by letting me know of your interest in ongoing 

membership… the book will always be open.  Nobody is 

being excluded… but we are beginning with those who 

respond to this project by submitting the “2019 Membership 

Information” form on the back of this letter. 

What TYPE of Member?  Three Options 
All members who have been baptized are considered to be 

Baptized Members.  Confirmed Members are a “sub-set” of 

the Baptized Membership.  These are people who see 

themselves as primarily responsible for their own faith 

formation and who desire to support the life and ministry of 

the congregation.  Most members have become confirmed 

members in the past.  Simply marking “Confirmed 

Membership” on the information form is sufficient to be 

included in this renewed listing. 

 The third type, Associate Members, might appeal to 

some who are currently worshipping elsewhere, or even some 

who are members of another congregation, but wish to have 

an ongoing connection with Grace.  (Voting and holding 

elected office are not available to Associate Members.) 

A Plan: Form Only Two Committees 
To replace current committee structures and to help lead 

specific aspects of the congregation’s life and ministry, a plan 

is emerging to form two new leadership groups.  I’m asking 

people to indicate a committee in which they would be willing 

to participate.  I’ll briefly explain each of the two committees: 

 Evangelism means “We have a good message to share.”  

This committee is mostly outward focused.  Specific 

responsibilities include: Worship, Education, Outreach, 

Mission, Activities like Soul Food and Quilting, and more. 

 Stewardship means “ward of the household.”  As such, 

this committee is more inwardly focused on specific 

responsibilities like: Giving, Property, Finance, Fellowship, 

Administration, Endowments, Congregational Care and more. 

So, which committee would YOU be a part of? 

Giving to Grace to Support its Life and Ministry 
A final part of the 2019 Membership Information form asks 

you to give an indication of how you currently intend to 

support Grace’s life and ministry during 2019.  This is not a 

formal “pledge” but basic information that can help the 

leaders of Grace develop a suitable spending plan.  No doubt, 

when a congregation experiences the kind of conflict and 

splitting that just occurred at Grace, the giving level is going 

to change, sometimes radically, as might be the case here. 

 Nonetheless, I am finding the spirit and demeanor of the 

members I’ve met at Grace to be that of hope, calmness, and 

joy.  People speak to me of their optimism for the life of the 

congregation as it moves into its future, even with a good 

number having pulled away to form a new congregation 

(Light of Christ) or to become part of another Christian 

congregation.  Ideas continue to emerge; many are stepping 

up with their time and talent; worship and life continues here. 

 You are invited to consider how you might support 

Grace’s ongoing life and ministry through your financial 

giving.  The bottom of the form offers a way to express your 

giving intentions.  Please thoughtfully and prayerfully 

consider this part of your life in the new year.  I shall keep the 

specifics of this information confidential; it won’t go to 

anyone.  I will report to Grace’s members and leaders 

summarized financial information only. 

Some Additional Bits of Information 

• Giving Envelopes for 2019 are now available. 

• A “Healing Liturgy” will be part of worship on Dec. 23. 

• Christmas Eve Family Worship will be at 4:30 p.m. only. 

• We are seeking to have somebody in the church office from 

9 to 12 in the mornings of Monday through Thursday. 

• I’ve noticed that the Quilting Group, Soul Food, and more 

continue to be supported by some of the members who are 

part of the new congregation, Light of Christ.  I appreciate 

and value such ongoing connections for ministry.   

• Grace’s worship services, along with any/all activities of 

the congregation, are open to ALL who wish to participate.  

 

 
 

May God empower us all to 
BE people of Grace!! 

 

 

 

 



 

2019 Membership Information 
Grace English Lutheran Church – Berlin, Wisconsin 

This information will be used to create a new permanent Congregational Record Book. 
All who see themselves as ongoing members of Grace English Lutheran Church are asked to fill in a  

2019 Membership Information form, submitting it to the church office as soon as possible in late 2018 or early 2019. 

 

Residence Address: 

___________________________________________________________          ___________________________ 
Street                                                                                                                              Household Phone Number?? 

________________________________, _____________   __________          ____________________________ 
City                                                                 State                      Zip                           Household Email Address?? 
 

Household Names and Information: 

___________________________________________________     __________________________ 
Full Name (as should appear in the Record Book)                                       Birth Date              

   Please indicate your Membership Type:   _____ Baptized     ____ Confirmed    ____ Associate 

 __________________________  _________________________________ 
   Cell Phone?                                      Email? 
 

___________________________________________________     __________________________ 
Full Name (as should appear in the Record Book)                                       Birth Date              

   Please indicate your Membership Type:   _____ Baptized     ____ Confirmed    ____ Associate 

 __________________________  _________________________________ 
   Cell Phone?                                      Email? 
 
Other Household Names/Birthdates (please indicate Confirmed Members) (include addresses if different from above): 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________      
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________      
 
 
 

I/We would be part of the new Evangelism Committee: ____________________________________________________ 
 (Worship, Education, Outreach, Soul Food, etc.)         (Names) 
 

I/We would be part of the new Stewardship Committee: ___________________________________________________ 
 (Giving, Property, Finance, Administration, etc.)           (Names) 
 
 
 

I/We anticipate that our Financial Giving to support the life and ministry of Grace in 2019 will likely be: 

 

  $_____________ per week       OR       $____________ per month        OR       $_____________ per year    

 This isn’t so much a “pledge” and it is a way to help the leadership develop a well-balanced financial plan for Grace. 



GRACE ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

REGULAR CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 

NOVEMBER 12, 2018 
 

 

PRESENT: Pastor Ted Johanson, Karl Guenther, Bill Bartlett, Sue Shemanski, Karen Macaulay, Linda Reetz, 

Cindy Wallace, Becky Guden and Ken Peschke. Plus several congregation members in the audience. 

 

ABSENT: Kurt Kirk 

 

Meeting was called to order by President Karl Guenther at 7:05p.m. 

 

Pastor Ted led us in an opening prayer with everyone on council having the opportunity to offer up a personal 

prayer. 

 

President Karl Guenther asked us to review the minutes from the October 29, 2018 Special Council Meeting. 

No additions or corrections. Motion made by Linda Reetz to approve minutes as submitted; Bill Bartlett 

seconded the motion. Motion approved. 

 

Reminder that the next regular council meeting will be held on Monday, December 10, 2018 in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

 

Congregational Input: Members of the audience were asked if there was anything they would like to ask 

and/or discuss that was not on the agenda. Jean Dretske advised the funds left that were collected through Save 

Grace Committee are being donated to the church to be put towards the purchase of a new Church Records 

book/log since our old one has run out of space. Donation was accepted and will be earmarked for that 

purchase. Linda Reetz stated she was bringing input from Tricia Prellwitz, who could not attend, but has offered 

her services to coordinate the Fellowship after Sunday services. Tricia’s services were duly noted and accepted 

with much appreciation. Also, council will make sure all Sunday donations from members will be noted in the 

bulletin and newsletter as an appreciation. 

 

Ministry Reports: 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Ted had a lengthy list of items he needed to bring to the council including a copy of his 

“Covenant of Agreement for Interim Pastoral Ministry”. He indicated that his contract for full time service will 

be approximately $110,113.72 which includes mileage, housing allowance, salary, benefits and any other 

expenses he may incur. All of these expenses will track towards his total contracted amount. Council discussed 

the possibility to revise the contract from Full time to Part time (75 to 80%) due to budget restraints. Council 

decided to look at this expense on a monthly basis since contract is for six months; review it in five months. 

Motion made by Bill Bartlett to accept the Full Time contract for six months to be revisited before contract 

renewal. Seconded by Cindy Wallace. Approved by majority of council, with one Nah. 

 

Next time on Pastor’s list was holding a Council Retreat so council can work on items more in detail and do 

additional planning. Saturday, December 1, 2018 was chosen as the retreat date at the Fellowship Hall from 

9:00am to Noon. 

 

Evangelism and Stewardship Committees: Discussed again condensing all committees in these two to better 

serve the congregation. One of these events to start this out is the Council Retreat and more will be discussed 

with possible organization at that time. 

 

Confirmation Camp Next Summer: Council agreed to continue with this and agreed to pay half of the student’s 

expense to attend. If there is hardship for a student to attend or pay their half, family is to contact the council. 



Confirmation Sermon Notes: Pastor and Council decided these are no longer required or needed.  

 

Office:  Pastor agreed there has been a lot of volunteers and members stepping up to do their part or share their 

talents in the office. Council decided to reduce the office hours to 9:00 am to Noon, Monday through Thursday. 

 

His Contact Information:  Pastor Ted wanted to make sure everyone has his cell phone #715-573-1604 and 

email of: padrepoint@gmail.com. He does not mind getting phone calls or texts, so asked that this information 

be shared with the congregation. 

 

Minutes of 1933 Split:  He shared some excerpts from this document that was found cleaning the church office. 

 

Pastor Classes on Sunday:  This is an opportunity to identify and study topics of interest. Pastor will continue to 

offer this after Sunday Fellowship. 

 

EPIC Campus Tour:  He requested permission from the council to transport confirmation students and any 

adults for a tour of the EPIC software campus in Verona, WI on Sunday, December 2. Permission was granted 

and Pastor will be using the church’s van for transportation. President Karl Guenther will make sure Pastor Ted 

is added as a driver to the church’s insurance. Pastor will have a Sign-Up sheet to get an idea of how many are 

interested in going. 

 

Trans-Siberia Orchestra Christmas Show:  Pastor Ted asked permission to promote this trip on December 30, 

2018 at the Bucks Arena, Milwaukee. Permission granted to promote and use church van with a request for a 

driver since Pastor will not be able to lead this trip. 

 

Other Uses of Van:  Any suggestions? 

 

Local Clergy Meeting:  Pastor Ted has met and talked to two other clergy in the area to continue the Soul Food 

efforts. As of this date, only one church in the area has pulled out of this program. 

 

Quilting Group:  Pastor Ted visited this group last week and had good conversation with the ladies which 

included five members of the new church congregation.  

 

Pastor Ted concluded that he will lead music for Sunday, November 18, to help cover while Jessica Fritz takes a 

well deserved vacation. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Cindy Wallace handed out this report which noted total income and expenses for each 

category with a Year-to-Date total. Cindy was looking for input on how to revise this information in a more 

understandable, readable report. Council thought it was good to view actual income verses actual expenses in 

the general accounts and missions; plus once the Leonard Jones account is in an acceptable format, to include 

that info. Cindy and Pastor Ted will work on designing a report. Motion made by Linda Reetz to accept the 

treasurer’s report as presented. Seconded by Karen Macaulay. Motion approved. 

 

Building & Grounds:  President Karl Guenther discussed that him and Don Betler of Linc’s Electric repaired 

the power shade in the church. That blind is now fully functional. 

 

Caring & Sharing:  Karen Macaulay reviewed the request from the Salvation Army for bell ringers in Berlin. 

Karen reached out to the local rep, but has not heard back as to where ringers are needed and what dates. Karen 

will also work on the homebound and shut in list to make sure that is updated. Possible volunteer program may 

be requested to visit these members. 

 

mailto:padrepoint@gmail.com


Worship & Music:  Linda Reetz advised that the choir is working on this year’s Cantata, which will be held at 

Grace on Sunday, December 16, followed by a Holiday themed fellowship. Jeremy Fritz in the audience 

advised that he has not decided if the choir will take the Cantata on the road to Saxeville congregation, as in the 

past. The topic of an 85th anniversary celebration was discussed with a possible date of Sunday, January 20, 

2019; which would include possible past pastors of our congregation. Invitations to them will be sent out. 

Celebration would consist of a special service with former pastors participating and a fellowship pot luck or 

catered dinner. 

 

Youth & Family/Education:  Sue Shemanski advised there is very low Sunday School attendance and has 

been on a decline in the 30 years she has taught. A Children’s Christmas program was discussed which would 

include adult participation. A program was brought to Sue’s attention and may be presented either on Sunday, 

December 23 or at the 4:30 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. Sue will check with the parents to see what 

works best for them. 

 

Mission & Benevolence/Memorial Ministry:  Ken Peschke advised there was nothing new to report since all 

funds including the Leonard Jones accounts have been froze.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Interim Pastor Contract Review:  As reviewed as one of the Pastor’s items earlier. 

 

2019 Budget:  Looking at year to date expenses, cuts may still need to be made to the budget even though some 

of the jobs held previously have been eliminated. We may be looking at a total budget of around $200,000, 

which is down from the 2018 budget. Current givings are not matching current expenses. 

 

Bookkeeper Position:  Linda Reetz advised that she did receive one application for this job and council 

reviewed that person. Motion made by Linda Reetz to hire Becky Guden for this position with no more than 15 

hours per week at a rate of $15.00/hour. Bill Bartlett seconded the motion. Motion approved with Becky Guden 

abstaining. 

 

Office & Custodial Volunteers:  Previously discussed as one of Pastor Ted’s items. Office hours have been 

revised. Volunteers have really stepped forward for both positions. Office work is requested to keep those 

volunteers busy. Pastor Ted will take a look at some of his items to hand off to them and discussion with Jessica 

Fritz on giving some of her calling duties for ushers, communion assistants, acolytes, etc to the office personnel 

to work on when they are manning the office.  

 

Financial Committee:  Bill Bartlett reviewed the first meeting of this committee where they reviewed the 

church’s profile, investments and brought recommendations to the council. Members of this committee in 

attendance were Bill Bartlett, Henry Stark, Kristina McElligot, Robert Sillanpaa, Don Betler, Karl Guenther 

representing Sarah Guenther, Ken Peschke, Sandy Peschke as acting secretary and Jean Dretske. Per the 

minutes from their November 8, 2018 meeting, the three recommendations brought to the council were: To 

exchange the discretionary management funds for both Leonard Jones and General Fund at Thrivent Financial 

to a Custodial Fund; To temporarily move the money from Farmers & Merchants Bank to U.S. Money Market, 

American Funds to be established with RBC Management to maximize the rate of interest; To discuss at the 

Congregation Annual Meeting the topic of an external audit on the financials and spend any where between 

$2,500 to $10,00 on the audit after extensive research has been done by Ken & Sandy Peschke and council feels 

comfortable with those results. Motion made by Karl Guenther to accept all three recommendations. Seconded 

by Linda Reetz. Motion approved. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:Christmas Tree & Church Decorating:  President Karl Guenther will call several places 

for a tree donation. Council members decided they will decorate the tree on Saturday, December 15, 2018  

at 9:00 am with an invitation to the congregation. 



Strengthening Leadership:  Evangelism and Stewardship Committees are previously discussed in Pastor Ted’s 

items. 

 

Confirmation Camp:  As previously discussed in Pastor Ted’s items and agreed upon. 

 

Congregational Input:  As previously discussed at the beginning of the meeting with the addition of President 

Karl Guenther advising he had been contacted by Steve Ebert to use our church’s trailer to continue transporting 

recyclable metals and aluminum as collected by the new Living Christ congregation. Council approved this 

usage as long as Steve will also transport any materials our congregation collects. 

 

Motion made by Linda Reetz to adjourn at 9:31pm. Seconded by Ken Peschke. 

 

Pastor Ted led us in the Lord’s Prayer in closing. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Becky Guden 

 

 

 

GRACE ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2018 
 

 

A special Church Council meeting was called regarding the two resolutions presented by the Finance 

Committee. 

 

PRESENT:  President Karl Guenther, Bill Bartlett, Cindy Wallace, Ken Peschke, Becky Guden, Sue 

Shemanski, Karen Macaulay and Pastor Ted. Several congregation members were in attendance. 

 

ABSENT:  Kurt Kirk and Linda Reetz. 

 

Meeting was called to order by President Karl Guenther at 10:32 a.m. 

 

Karl asked Bill Bartlett, Finance Advisory Committee rep, to present and explain the resolutions brought to the 

council. These resolutions were brought to the council from the Finance Advisory Committee meeting held on 

November 12, 2018. In attendance from this committee was Bill Bartlett, Henry Stark, Kristina McElligot, 

Robert Sillanpaa, Don Betler, Karl Guenther, Ken Peschke, Sandy Peschke, Jean Dretske, Cindy Wallace, Doug 

Kline, Sarah Guenther, Conrad Falk, and Pastor Ted with guest Ed Heyes of the RBC Wealth Management. 

 

Mr. Heyes of RBC presented how our percentage of yield on the Thrivent Investments funds for the Leonard 

Jones account and the General Fund account actually was 1.66%, not the 2.72% as presented due to the 

Thrivent fees on the funds. His recommendation was to sell all Thrivent Propriety funds to cash, transfer all 

assets in kind from Thrivent to RBC and invest cash in American Fund Money Market for a higher rate of 

interest. The RBC fee scale would be approximately .35% verses the 1% Thrivent charged which would give 

the church a much higher yield on the principal. RBC Wealth Management comes as a highly recommended 

firm by some of our congregational members and has a good business rating. 

 

A motion then was made by Henry Stark to advise Council to call a special Council meeting to move funds out 

of Thrivent into RBC Wealth Management. Motion seconded by Kristina McElligot; motion passed 

unanimously. Bill Bartlett made an amendment to the motion to immediately sell the property funds from both 



the Leonard Jones and General Funds. Robert Sillanpaa seconded the amended motion, which passed 

unanimously. 

The Finance Advisory Committee draft two motions for the council. First motion, was to move assets of 

Thrivent General Fund and Leonard Jones Fund and to sell Thrivent proprietary funds and transfer all assets in 

kind to RBC Wealth Management Ed Heyes. These will be separate accounts. Motion made by Sue Shemanski; 

seconded by Becky Guden. Passed unanimously. Motion carried. 

 

Second motion was to establish a separate account at RBC with Ed Heyes for Grace English Lutheran Church – 

Beverly Brooks funded with $30,000 received from will and currently in Fortifi Bank General account. Motion 

made by Cindy Wallace; seconded by Bill Bartlett. Passed unanimously. Motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:46a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Becky Guden. 

.
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Crafters of Grace 
 

                             There will be a crafting retreat at Waypost Crossways  

                                    Camp (near Hatley) from January 30th thru February 4th.  

           Bring whatever project you would like to work on and stay as many days as you are able.   

       Cost is based upon the number of nights you spend with us ($54 - $145).  Sleeping, dining,   

       and crafting are all in the same building so when it’s cold outside you can hibernate.  
                                

                                  For more information contact Diane Toraason at 361-0341.   

                                        Deadline to reserve space is January 15. 

Giving Envelopes  
 

Envelopes are ready to be picked  

up after services on Sundays.  Please  

pick up even if you give electronically. 

             Men’s Breakfast 

      
There will be a men’s breakfast at Grace on 

January 5, 2019.  If you are interested please 

sign up on the kiosk in the narthex. 

 

 

 

 

Thank You’s  
There have been many fantastic comments regarding this year’s Christmas Eve Program.  Many 

thanks go out to the cast of “The Not-So-Silent Night” Christmas story, the musically talented 

individuals who played and sang the beautiful carols, and all who had a part working behind the 

scenes…teachers, parents, ushers.   

 

Lastly what made it extra special were the members of Grace, family, friends, and visitors to Grace 

that worshiped together in the Spirit of Christmas.   

     Hospice Volunteers 

 

Theda Care at Home is in need of volunteers for the Hospice Program in the Berlin, Ripon, and 

Wautoma areas.  A volunteer training session will begin in March. If you are interested or have 

questions, please contact Sarah Lederer at 920-716-2783 or sarah.lederer@thedacare.org as soon as 

possible.   

mailto:sarah.lederer@thedacare.org


 
  ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
January 6………….….Open 
January 13……………Bartlett Family 
January 20……………In honor of Grandma Tootsie’s birthday by Sadie and Spencer 
January 27……………Open 
 

 
  RADIO MINISTRY 
 
January 6……………..Barb Tollakson 
January 13……………Bill and Jan Krebs 
January 20……………Open 
January 27……………Open 

 
  BULLETINS 
 
January 6……………..In memory of Don by Karen Macauly 
January 13……………Open 
January 20…………....In honor of Grandma Tootsie’s birthday by Sadie and Spencer 
January 27……………In honor of our loving and supportive Grace English Lutheran members and their 

                         families by Jodi Ahlers 
 
  FELLOWSHIP & DONUTS 
  
January 6……………..Mildebrandt Family 
January 13……………Bartlett Family 
January 20……………Open 
January 27……………Open 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

      2019 

      Flower, radio ministry, bulletins, 

                        and fellowship charts are up on the 

                        bulletin board.  Please sign up early!  

                     

 

  

 

During the Christmas season there are many activities in assisted living 

facilities for residents but not much happens after Christmas.  This year we will  

carol on Sunday, January 6, 2019 following worship for a couple hours.  The plan is to 

visit each facility and also go to any homes of homebound congregation members.  We 

will then return to church for lunch.  There is a sheet in the Narthex to sign up.   

                                 All ages welcome!! 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

January Birthdays 

 
1 Zayden Beck  
 2 Amy Glaman 
 4 Ruth Gelhar 
 5 Shayley Ceman 
 Jerry Reetz 
 Keith Yedinak 
 6 Lorraine Hetchler 
 8 Parker Gies 
 Mallory Ott 
 Eric Runice 
 9 Fawn Beck 
 Sherry Luebke 
11 Lynette Hess 
 Katelyn Kline-Miller 
 Anita Marks 
12 Tonia Krebs 
 Sharon Reeves 
 Jessica Fritz 
13 Devin Bowman 
14 Ralph Fabricius, Jr. 
 Brittney Roehl 
 Pam Donelson 
15 Mark McGrath 
 Kelsey Chappa 
 Evelyn Retzlaff 
17 Darlene Wolfe 
 Hunter Miller 
18 Kenyon Gerth 
 Nichole Hilke 
19 Chris Jahn 
 Hunter Magdanz 
 Eric Roehl 
20 Alfred Folker 
 Rodney Weber 
22 Kaitlyn Gregor 
 Katera Hartzke 
 Michael Marefke 
23 Beth Bush 
 Natasha Eastberg 
 Nancy Ewald 
24 Kendall Button 
 Megan Lee 
 Claire Rindo 
 Tyler Rindo 
25 Joel Kalata 
 Brock Wilde 

 

January Birthdays (continued) 
 
27 Candice Gravunder 
28 Casey Batenhorst 
 Greyson Falk 
 Patrick Featherston 
 Annissa Haedt 
30 Kathy Fabricius 
 Tyson Featherston 
 Sharon Rhodes 
 Joe Stellmacher 
31 Drew Dretske 
 Tim Lind 
 Marcella Putzkie 
 Karen Schweigert 
 
 

February Birthdays 
 
1 James Sillanpaa 
2 Alissa Gies 
 Thomas McCarthy 
 Travis Born 
 Doug Kline 
 Bryna McElligott 
3 Kathleen Krentz 
 Stanley Shemanski 
 Lynette Wilde 
4 Harvey Alsum 
 
 

January Wedding  

Anniversaries 

 
4  Peter & Cassie Gregor 
7 Terry & Teri Wepner 
17 Michael & Bonnie Hermanson 
 Tim, Jr. & Kathleen Krentz 
18 John & Lisa Tatgenhorst 
22 Kurtis & Anne Kirk 
24 Ray & Jean Sprague 
31 Aaron & Carrie Hein 

 
If we have missed any birthdays or 
anniversaries, please let us know! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Women of Grace 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Advent 

Party on December 11th.  We had a great turnout 

and it was a fun night.  A special thank you to Jess 

Fritz and her students for their wonderful recital!  

Please remember that if you chose a Prayer Pal and 

lost your slip, or don’t remember who you have, 

we have that information in the church office.   

 

We will hold our first board meeting of 2019 on 

January 9th at 10 a.m. in the library.  We would like 

to invite anyone who is interested in learning more 

about the Women of Grace to attend this meeting. 
 



January 2019 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat 

  1 
 

Office 
Closed 

2 
 

6:00 pm  
Genesis 

Study/Confirmation 
 

7:00 pm  
Choir Practice  

3 
 

11:40 am 
Soul Food 

4 5 
 

8:00 am 
Men’s Breakfast  

at the church 

6 
 

8:30 am 
 Sunday School 

 
9:00 am  

Worship with 
communion 

 
10:15 am  
Caroling  

7 8 
 

9:00 am  
LWR Sewing 

9 
10:00 am  

Ladies Board 
Meeting 

 
5:30 pm  

Stitchers 
 

6:00 pm  
Genesis 

Study/Confirmation 
 

7:00 pm  
Choir Practice 

 

10 
 

11:40 am 
Soul Food 

11 12 

13 
Baptismal Sunday 

(bring your 
baptismal candle to 

worship) 
 

8:30 am  
Sunday School 

 
9:00 am  

Worship with 
communion 

14 
 

5:30 pm 
Ground& 

Maintenance 
 

7:00 pm 
Council 
Meeting 

15 16 
 

6:00 pm  
Genesis 

Study/Confirmation 
 

7:00 pm  
Choir Practice 

17 
 

11:40 am 
Soul Food 

 
2:00 pm 

Worship at 
Patriot Place 

18 19 

20 
85th Anniversary 

Sunday 
 

8:30 am  
Sunday School 

 
9:00 am  

Worship with 
communion 

21 22 
 

9:00 am  
LWR Sewing 

23 
 

5:30 pm  
Stitchers 

 
6:00 pm Genesis 

Study/Confirmation 
 

7:00 pm  
Choir Practice 

24 
 

11:40 am 
Soul Food 

25 26 

27 
8:30 am Sunday 

School 
 

9:00 am Worship 
with communion 

 
10:15 am  

Annual Meeting 

28 29 30 
 

6:00 pm 
 Genesis 

Study/Confirmation 
 

7:00 pm  
Choir Practice 

31 
 

11:40 am 
Soul Food 

  

 


